


InsideDear Partners and Friends,

You hear me speak often about change. That’s 
because I believe change is inevitable. Life 

cannot exist without it. Time changes. Seasons 
change. People change.

The only true constant in life is the truth that 
God never changes. He said so Himself in Mal-
achi 3:6: “For I am the Lord, I change not.” And 

in Hebrews 13:8, Apostle Paul reaffirmed the 
Lord’s proclamation by writing, “Jesus Christ 
the same yesterday, and today, and forever.”

That’s why I don’t become overly concerned 
when things start to get crazy—when disaster 

strikes or reports of a failing economy continue 
to monopolize the nightly news. 

Do I care that our nation has come under such 
hard times, and that so many people are being 

made to suffer? Absolutely! But I’m not worried 
over it. Why? For one thing, Jesus tells us in His 

Word to “Fear not!” So I refuse to get into fear. 
Instead, I wrap myself up in God and His Word 
and choose to stay in faith that everything will 

work out fine. But I also don’t become concerned 
because I am aware that God knows all about 
my needs. And because I am His child, He will 

always see that I am provided for and protected. 
I have that confidence for myself and my family, 

but I also know He will do the same for you. 

Jesus gave that assurance to His disciples in 
Matthew 6:26 when He told them, “Take no 

thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what 
ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 

shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, 
and the body than raiment?” Then, in verses 31 

through 33, He said, “…don’t worry about these 
things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will 

we drink? What will we wear?’ These things 
dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your 
heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 

Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and 
live righteously, and he will give you everything 

you need” (New Living Translation).

In this difficult time our nation is facing, that’s a 
good word for all of us. It’s a word that should give 
you confidence, but it should also help you to bet-
ter know and understand that God IS, and always 

will be, your Source. Seek Him first, and you won’t 
ever have to look elsewhere. His promise to keep 

you stands, and He will never change it.

                     Henry Fernandez
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If you are a born-again believer, then you are filled with power. But, on the 
other hand, you have no power.

I know. That sounds like a contradiction, doesn’t it? But trust me, it’s not.
Let me explain.
In Matthew 28:18-20, the Bible says, “And Jesus came and spake 

unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

And then, in Luke 9:1-2, we read: “Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and author-
ity over all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.”

Now do you see it? 
You do have power, but it’s not your own. 
Jesus said “All power is given unto me.” And as we see from the rest of those verses in Matthew, and again in 

Luke, He gave us His power so that we could do the same kind of work He did.
But it all began with Him.

The Need for God’s Power
From the beginning of time, when God created the universe, power and authority were given to man. Look at  

what the Bible says in Genesis 1:26-30:

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the 
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fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth. So God created man in his own im-
age, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue 
it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every liv-
ing thing that moveth upon the earth. And God 
said, Behold, I have given you every herb bear-
ing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree 
yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And 
to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of 
the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every 
green herb for meat: and it was so. 

In all the abilities with which God has blessed the 
human race to be fruitful, productive, and to “sub-
due” the earth and all its resources, there is one crucial 
way in which all humanity—and every individual—
is absolutely powerless. Because of the disobedience 
of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, sin fell upon 
all individuals, along with the curses of poverty, sick-
ness, and absolute lack. The Bible tells us unequivo-
cally that “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23), and that 
sin has condemned every one of us to eternal death 
and separation from God (Romans 6:23).

Despite all our human abilities, talents, techno-
logical know-how, and the earthly power at our com-
mand, we are absolutely powerless against the curse 
of sin and death. But that doesn’t mean we are with-
out hope. There exists a power, accessible to you, me, 
and every other person on the face of the earth, that 
will cleanse us from sin, bring us into personal rela-
tionship with God, free us from the power of the one 
responsible for sin and death in the first place, give us 
victory over the curse of sickness, poverty, and lack, 
and position us for the blessings and destiny God has 
promised to all who belong to Him.

That power resides in the blood of Jesus Christ, 
God’s one and only Son. 

John the Baptist referred to Him in John 1:29 as the 
“Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
(John 1:29). That title “Lamb” is significant, because it 
identifies Christ as the One who would come to give 
His very lifeblood for the sins of all people. While 
God established a blood covenant with His special 
people, Israel, and memorialized it through the Pass-
over as He protected and delivered them from the 

bondage of Egypt through the blood of a sacrificed 
lamb, it would be through God’s sacrifice of His own 
sinless Son, the “Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world” (Revelation 13:8), that you and I would 
be forgiven, cleansed, freed, reconciled, healed, deliv-
ered, and blessed “with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 1:3).

As Christians, we celebrate the death and resur-
rection of our Lord Jesus Christ as the crowning glory 
in our salvation and destiny as God’s children. God’s 
sinless and perfect Son willingly gave His life as a 
sacrifice for our sinful natures. But just as the Scrip-
tures emphasize that without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sins (Hebrews 9:22), within 
our celebration of salvation there must be a special, 
perpetual recognition of His shed blood. Christ Him-
self emphasized this when He took the cup of wine at 
the Last Supper and said, “This cup is the new cov-
enant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me” (1 Corinthians 11:25). God 
desires that we remember the blood of His Son and 
what it means to us, within our own church commu-
nities and before all the world, proclaiming its un-
changing power until Christ returns to take us home 
for all eternity (1 Corinthians 11:26).

You see, there is something special, significant, 
deeply holy—and powerful—in the blood of Jesus 
Christ. It is the basis for our victory and all Kingdom 
advance in our lives. In fact, Apostle John tells us it 
will be the theme of praise of the redeemed through-
out eternity as they cry out: “Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, 
and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 
(Revelation 5:12)

If the blood will be the theme of our worship 
throughout eternity, then it behooves us to spend 
time now in focusing on getting a real revelation by 
the Holy Spirit of its awesome power in our lives and 
total redemption today.

Delivered From Bondage
I never grow tired of reading and reflecting on 

the miraculous story of Israel’s deliverance from the 
bondage of Egypt, because it so perfectly represents 
for us our own deliverance by God from the bond-
age and slavery of sin. It is a dramatic account of a 
people weighed down and wearied by an oppressor, 
with absolutely no possibility on their own of ever 
breaking free.

But this is not just any people; it is a nation called 
by God, His chosen people, with whom He made a 
covenant of mercy, grace, and blessing. His promise 
to their forefather Abraham in Genesis 17:1-2, 7-8, 
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was a promise to them: 

I am El-Shaddai—‘God Almighty.’ Serve me 
faithfully and live a blameless life. I will make 
a covenant with you, by which I will guarantee 
to give you countless descendants…I will con-
firm my covenant with you and your descen-
dants after you, from generation to generation. 
This is the everlasting covenant: I will always 
be your God and the God of your descendants 
after you. And I will give the entire land of Ca-
naan, where you now live as a foreigner, to you 
and your descendants. It will be their posses-
sion forever, and I will be their God.

That promise to Abraham, that everlasting cov-
enant to be God to him and to his descendents, liter-
ally forever—and to give them their own land as an 
everlasting possession—would only come through 
much persecution and trial. In fact, God warned 
Abraham: in Genesis 15:13-14: “Know certainly that 
your descendants will be strangers in a land that is 
not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict 
them four hundred years. And also the nation whom 
they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out 
with great possessions.”

The book of Exodus is an account of those 400-
plus years of affliction, and of how God called and 
equipped one man, Moses, to prepare and lead His 
covenant people out of bondage and into His prom-
ised abundance and peace. The process of that mighty 
deliverance began with a cry of desperation from 
God’s people, a cry that came up to God’s heart and 
caused Him to remember anew “His covenant with 
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob” (Exodus 2:24).

An Ear to Hear
Today, God still has His ear tuned to the cries of His 

people. He is touched with our needs and is moved 
with compassion at our afflictions. His response to 
the cry of His people as they toiled under the strain of 
slavery in Egypt reflects His response down through 
the ages to the needs of all people everywhere who 
have cried out for mercy and deliverance.

That includes you and me.
That deliverance has come through the perfect 

work of His only Son, Jesus Christ. The mighty deliv-
erance God gave to His people Israel when He freed 
them from bondage in Egypt and led them to their 
promised land of abundance is powerfully symbolic in 
every way to how He brings deliverance to us today.

God’s heart is to lead people from the bondage 
and slavery of sin, sickness, addictions, poverty, and 
every other curse, into a promised land of abundance 
and blessing. As much as Satan and his demonic pow-
ers may try to use deception and lies to keep people 
in bondage, they cannot contend against the power 
of the blood. 

Sin is the only obstacle that keeps us from God’s 
blessing, and, as Apostle Paul declares, Christ has 
purchased our redemption “through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins” (Ephesians 1:7).

In the book of Exodus, God gave Pharaoh abun-
dant opportunity to change his mind and let the 
children of Israel go, sending a series of increasingly 
severe plagues that demonstrated the power He had 
over all that Pharaoh ruled. But in all of this, God’s 
people were covered and protected, so none of the 
plagues that pounded, ripped, and destroyed the 
Egyptian community ever touched them. 

They were protected by the power that is above 
every power and authority, and that power was to be 
demonstrated in one last outpouring of God’s judg-
ment upon Pharaoh and Egypt. It would emphatically 
mark the children of Israel as God’s covenant people, 
propel them into their deliverance, and put all the 
powers of darkness on notice that God Almighty, the 
maker of heaven and earth, had a far-reaching plan 
for a covenant with all humanity.

“When I See the Blood . . .”
Through His servant Moses, God directed each 

Jewish household to pick out a young male lamb 
that had no blemish, imperfection, disease, or hand-
icap—a perfect, spotless lamb. Each family was to 
take the lamb into its family and home for the next 
four days, and on the fourth day they were to kill that 
perfect, spotless lamb and drain its blood into a ba-
sin. Then they were to take a brush made of hyssop, 
dip it into the blood of the lamb, and strike it on the 
overhead lintel and the doorposts to the entrance of 
their dwellings, marking their homes with the blood 
of the lamb.

Why were they to do this? For protection and for 
deliverance from the judgment God was about to 
pour out on the land of Egypt. God told His people: 
“For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that 
night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods 
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of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord” (Ex-
odus 12:12).

God is not only all-powerful, but He is the very 
embodiment of purity and holiness. That is why His 
judgment has always been poured out against wick-
edness, sin, and disobedience to His Word. But God’s 
heart is to bring protection and deliverance to His 
children, and the statement He made to His covenant 
people held in bondage and slavery has rung down 
through the ages with power and glory in the hearts of 
all who will receive the deliverance He has to offer.

Christ Brought Us Deliverance
How does this ancient history of the Jewish people 

have anything to do with us today? It has everything 
to do with us! What God established for His people 
is a reflection of what He offers all people today, and 
nowhere is that more evident than in the blood cov-
enant He established with the children of Israel and 
which He demonstrated by their deliverance through 
the sign of blood.

When God directed the children of Israel to mark 
their homes with the blood of a spotless lamb so they 
would be protected from the judgment He was about 
to pour out, He was painting a divine picture of His 
plan for all mankind: salvation from sin, deliverance 
from bondage, and a destiny of blessing and purpose.

You have been a part of God’s plan of redemption 
and destiny from the very beginning, when He prom-
ised Abraham, the forefather of the children of Israel, 
“I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and 
make your name great . . . and in you all the fami-
lies of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:2–3). In 
fact, Apostle Paul tells us that through Christ’s per-
fect sacrifice—His life and His blood for our sins—we 
have received the “blessing of Abraham” (Galatians 
3:14). Abraham received that blessing by faith, which 
the Bible says God accounted to Him as righteous-
ness. Those blessings of God’s forgiveness, accep-
tance, presence, protection, deliverance, healing, and 
abundance would be passed on to his child, Isaac, on 
through Isaac’s son, Jacob (whom God renamed “Is-
rael”), on to the children of Israel—and directly to us 
through Jesus Christ.

The sum total of your confidence as a child of God 
is the blood of Jesus Christ. Nothing else can take away 
your sin, cleanse your conscience, redeem you back to 
the Father, justify you in His presence, sanctify your 
daily walk, and position you for His blessings.

That is why I am convinced that throughout eter-
nity, our worship around the throne of God will have 
one major theme: the blood. With all the redeemed 
we will be singing: “Worthy is the Lamb who was 

slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and 
strength and honor and glory and blessing” (Revela-
tion 5:12).

The Bible says in 1 John 4:17, “Herein is our love 
made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 
judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 

How are we in this world?
We are just like Jesus, full of love, full of compas-

sion, and filled to overflowing with His great power.
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With Carol Fernandez
Who’s Praying for Me?

Ever have those days where you wonder if anyone was pray-
ing for you? Particularly when you’ve spent a good bit of your 
time praying for others? I know I have. And sometimes I can’t 
think of a single person that might have taken time out from 
their busy day to talk to God about me.

Of course, I know that’s not true. My husband always prays 
for me, and so do my boys. And I’m sure there are many oth-
ers as well, and I’m very thankful for you all. But the truth is, 
even if I didn’t know for sure that others were praying for me, 
the Bible has given me assurance that Jesus has not forgotten 
about me and that He is constantly and consistently praying to 
my heavenly Father on my behalf.

You see, the Bible says in Hebrews 7:25 that Jesus “ ever liv-
eth to make intercession” for the saints of God, or those who 
come to God through Him. One definition of that word inter-
cession is   “an interposing or pleading on behalf of another per-
son.” Another definition is “a prayer to God on behalf of anoth-
er.” And that’s exactly what Jesus does for you and me—every 
day! The Message Bible translates verse 25 like this:  “But Jesus’ 
priesthood is permanent. He’s there from now to eternity to 
save everyone who comes to God through him, always on the 
job to speak up for them.”

That’s my assurance right there—that as Jesus is seated at 
the right hand of Father God in heaven, He is praying for me. 
That He is always on the job, speaking up for me.

Doesn’t that make you happy? It does me.
Is someone praying for you? Absolutely!

Carol

 “But Jesus' 

priesthood is 

permanent. 
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from now to 

eternity to save 

everyone who 

comes to God 

through him, 

always on the 

job to speak up 

for them.”



The times in which we are living could accurately be called the “age of fear.” 

The media sees to it that messages of fear come at us from every side.

Newscasts and newspapers offer a smorgasbord of fears such as the fear of 

new, incurable diseases, the fear of economic collapse and the fear of crime 

and terrorist attacks. 

The list is endless. As a result, the faith of many is challenged, and fear, the 

great enemy of faith, has flooded men’s hearts and minds. 

By Creflo Dollar



The Fear Connection 
Fear is the reciprocal of faith. In the same way that 

faith will manifest the promises of God, fear enables the 
works of the devil to wreak havoc in your life. Ephe-
sians 4:27 warns against allowing the devil to operate 
in your life. The moment you do, he’ll do whatever it 
takes to steal, kill and destroy you (John 10:10). 

There is a very familiar story in the Bible about a 
man named Job. He was upright and blameless in the 
sight of God, yet he came under satanic attack and 
lost his children, wealth and health (Job 1:13-19; 2:7). 

Many sermons have been preached about how, in 
the midst of his trials, Job didn’t give up, curse God 
and die as his wife had suggested. Instead, through 
patience and endurance, he was rewarded with com-
plete restoration. However, Job’s story speaks of a 
spiritual nugget that many theologians fail to ad-
dress, which is the fear factor. Job 3:25-26 says, “For 
the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and 
that which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was not 
in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet; yet 
trouble came.” 

Neither God nor the devil was responsible for 
Job’s dilemma; Job was. His fear connected his family 
and him to tragedy. 

Another excellent example of someone connecting 
to his fear is found in Matthew 14:30, where Jesus in-
vites Peter to come to Him on the water: “But when 
he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and begin-

ning to sink, he cried, saying, ‘Lord, save me’.” 
Peter’s faith in the words of Jesus enabled him to 

step out on the water and walk. He was doing fine 
until he looked at the wind and waves (his circum-
stances). At that point, he gave in to the fear of drown-
ing and was immediately connected to his fear. 
As long as his focus remained on Jesus, he was 
safe. Likewise, your faith won’t ever waiver when 
your focus stays on Jesus. Don’t be like Peter 
and connect with disaster. Instead, remain strong 
in faith and connect with the goodness of God.  
 
Dealing With Fear 

When dealing with fear, you need to realize that 
Satan operates and uses things found in the natural 
realm. His tactic is to convince you that the things 
you can see and hear are more real than the truth of 
God’s Word. When you depend on what you can see 
rather than on what God has said, you leave yourself 
wide open for deception. 

Like sin, fear is an enemy. According to Revela-
tion 21:8, God places fear in the same category as the 
unbelieving and the abominable. It is a demonic force 
that is neither cute nor funny. In addition, all fear is 
rooted in the fear of death. 

For instance, there have been reports of individu-
als who were afraid to die in an airplane accident, 
and they actually died in plane crashes. It was no co-
incidence. Their fear of death connected them to the 
accident. 

The same is true of people who are afraid of con-
tracting cancer or other terminal illness. Their fear 
is stronger than their faith in healing, and they ulti-
mately contract the disease and die. 

To walk in fear is to be oppressed by the devil. 
However, according to Acts 10:35, “God anointed Je-
sus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with pow-
er: who went about doing good, and healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil.” 

Jesus didn’t cope with the works of the devil; in-
stead, He destroyed them! He went straight to the 
core of the matter. Hebrews 2:14-15 says, “Forasmuch 
then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he [Jesus] also himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them 
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[us] who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage.” 

Jesus has delivered you from all oppression. 
Therefore, make a quality decision not to tolerate fear 
on any level, not even for the sake of entertainment. 
Although there’s nothing wrong with having a good 
time with family and friends, you should use wis-
dom when selecting activities in which you choose 
to participate. 

Make sure that they are not fear-based activities 
designed to keep you in bondage to the spirit of fear.

Fear is a horrible monster, no matter what form 
it takes. Therefore, believers should avoid becoming 
an accomplice to fear or assisting it in keeping them 
bound. Galatians 5:1 says, “Stand fast therefore in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be 
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” 
You see, freedom from fear and apprehension is in-
cluded in the salvation package (2 Timothy 1:7).  
 
No Fear Here! 

Unfortunately, the world is still in the dark where 
fear is concerned. Millions of dollars are made off of 
fear each year. From “slasher” films and video games 
to specific rides at amusement parks (haunted houses), 
fear has become big business. 

However, for the believer, 2 Timothy 1:7 says, “...
God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

The moment you received Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior, you no longer had the spirit of fear. You now 
have the spirit of God, the Spirit of love, because God 
is love (1 John 4:16). Furthermore, verse 18 says, “...
perfect love casteth out fear.” 

In these last days, there will be plenty of oppor-
tunities for you to walk in fear. Second Timothy 3:1 
says, “This know also, that in the last days perilous 
tines shall cone.” Furthermore, Luke 21:26 says that 
men’s hearts will fail them because of fear. However, 
while describing many of the end-times events to His 
disciples, Jesus told then to “...see that ye be not trou-
bled” (Matthew 24:6). 

There is only one way to remain fearless in a world 
of turmoil, hatred, war and uncertainty—trust the 
One Who told you not to be troubled. 

To conquer fear, give your life completely to the 

Lord and yield totally to His will, which is the only safe 
place for a believer. Only then will you find protection, 
provision and direction in these perilous times. 

Psalm 91:15-16 says, “He shall call upon me, and I 
will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will 
deliver him, and honour him. With long life will I sat-
isfy him, and shew him my salvation.” 

Make a commitment to give God first place where 
your time, money, career and family are concerned. 
When you do, He will keep you in perfect peace 
(Isaiah 26:3). 

Remember, all authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to you in the name of Jesus (Luke 
10:19). You have authority over everything that walks, 
crawls, creeps, flies and swims. Therefore, you have 
no reason to be fearful. 

Instead, trust in the Lord. Should Satan come against 
you with his lies and fears, remind him that, “The law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made [you] free 
from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2). 

Fear can no longer hold you in bondage. You are 
free! Therefore, walk in your freedom. 

Creflo Dollar is founder and senior pastor 
of World Changers Church International, a 
nondenominational church with more than 
25,000 members, in College Park, GA. For more 
information, visit www.worldchangers.org.

You have authority over every-

thing that walks, crawls, creeps, 

flies and swims. Therefore, you 

have no reason to be fearful. 



  Prayer is an important 
part of our Christian walk. 

And because it is so impor-
tant, it is crucial that we un-
derstand how to pray in the 

most effective way. When 
we come to understand 
the power of prayer ac-

cording to James 5:16, we 
will probably never again 

pray the way we once did.  
There are five basic rea-

sons our prayers are some-
times rendered ineffective. 
When we have overcome 

these barriers, we will see a 
significant difference in the 

results of our prayer life.

B y  H e n r y  F e r n a n d e z

“ … T h e  e f f e c t u a l  f e r v e n t  p r a y e r  o f  a  r i g h t e o u s  m a n  a v a i l e t h  m u c h .” 
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 1. Praying Without Knowing God 
The first hindrance to effective prayer is when we 

are acquainted with God, but we do not know him. 
We pray and try to access things from Him and won-
der why we do not receive them. How many strang-
ers do you know who would give you a brand new 
BMW or set you up financially for life? For example, 
I would not give you the keys to my house and let 
you stay there for a week while I am out of town if 
I am just acquainted with you. I may not have any-
thing against you, but I do not really know you. If 
God does not know us, what makes us think we can 
run to Him in desperation and get all the things He 
may have prepared for us? Do we truly know Him, 
or are we just acquainted with Him through church 
or the Bible?

2. Praying Without Sincerity
A second reason our prayers can be ineffective is if 

we try to impress God with big fancy words. We are 
not being sincere in our praying when we do this. We 
must understand that the words of our prayers have 
no power on their own. If it is not words that make 
the differ ence as to whether or not prayers are effec-
tive, it must have something to do with the person 
who is praying. 

If we are praying outside of the salvation covenant 
that Jesus Christ made then our prayers, no matter 
how impressive sounding they are, will not be ef-
fective. If we do not have a blood covenant with Him 
and are not praying the prayer of confession, God is 
not listening to us. He is not a vending machine into 
which anyone can put a few prayers and out pops the 
answer they desire. When we begin to pray for a job, 
a car, a house, a spouse, fi nances, healing, or anything 
else, God is not obligated to answer if there is nothing 
to remind Him that we are worthy of an answer. If we 
are not in covenant with Him, and we are asking His 
help with our finances, why should He answer our 
prayers? 

On the other hand, if a sinner prays the prayer of 
confession, then God will hear him. If we go to the 
Lord and say, “Lord, forgive me of my sins. Wash 
me and cleanse me of my sins,” then God hears that 
prayer. When sinners pray the prayer of confession, 
God has to act. Why? Because there is a blood cov-
enant, and from the moment they open their mouth 
to confess, God responds. The moment sinners go 
before God and confess their sins, Jesus reminds the 

Father that He paid for their sins on Calvary. 
If people want their prayers to be effective and 

powerful, they must pray as righteous men or wom-
en by first being born again. They must know Jesus 
Christ as their personal Savior. When we are washed 
in the blood of Jesus Christ, we are raised with Him 
and every thing that belongs to Him belongs to us. 

I know God’s unmerited favor, and I know He is 
a faithful God. He is a wonderful and just God. Jesus 
did not go to Calvary and shed His blood for nothing. 
The Bible says in John 10:27, “My sheep listen to my 
voice; I know them, and they follow me.”

When a person is born again it is as though God 
has taken ownership over a wolf and transformed 
him into a sheep. God says if you are His sheep, He 
will know your voice.

  
I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my 

sheep know me (John 10:14).
 
I wonder if some of us are praying and God is say-

ing, “No, you are not a sheep, you are a wolf and I 
cannot answer you.” Some of us may look like we are 
a part of the kingdom of God, but we really are resi-
dents of the kingdom of this world. 

Let’s look again at what James 5:16 says, “The 
prayer of a righteous man is powerful.” The word 
“righteous” declares that only the prayer of a per-
son who is right with God is powerful and effective. 
When we are righteous in Christ, we know the Word 
and apply it to our lives. The Bible says that when 
we follow this direction, our prayers will become ef-
fective and powerful. It will be prayers that will get 
the job done. The prayers that get results are those 
that are prayed by godly men or women. 

How does this work in daily life? If we have a blood 
covenant with Him and need His help finan cially, we 
can bring the tithe into the storehouse in faith and 
then rest on His promise which says, “Prove me now, 
says the Lord. See if I will not open the windows of 
heaven and pour out blessings upon you” (Malachi 
3:10). When you are praying for healing in your body, 
the moment you enter into the throne room of prayer 
as a born-again Christian and say, “God, I want You 
to heal my body,” the angels of the Lord remind Jesus 
of what He did on Calvary and that “By His stripes, 
you are healed.” When you have an intimate and 
loving rela tionship with Him, you will receive from 
Him, and your prayers will be answered.



3. Praying from Habit
A third reason praying can be ineffective is when 

we are simply doing it out of habit. We cannot pray 
the same words night after night before going to bed, 
or day after day when we get up in the morning, at 
mealtimes, or even when the church is praying in a 
corporate setting. Doing so does not necessarily mean 
we are truly praying.

We may think if we pray every morning, the Lord 
will be pleased, and the rest of our day will be OK. 
Thinking like that is a big mistake. If we do not pray in 
the right way, our whole day will be messed up.  The 
“right way” does not mean using particular words 
that sound good. No, the right way means praying 
the prayer of faith combined with the promises in the 
Word of God.

Praying out of habit and not because we want to 
make contact with God, will make no difference in 
our lives. We say traditional prayers, such as, “God 
is great, God is good, let us thank Him for our food. 
Amen.” Well, that is true. God is great, and God is 
good. We should thank Him for our food. It may 
be a good place to begin our prayer, but we need to 
include words that rise up out of our faith: “God, I 
thank You for the hands that have provided this meal. 
God, I believe there are many across the world right 
now who are hungry. I pray in the Name of Jesus that 
Your anointing will be upon them and that You will 
provide for them also. I also pray for blessings upon 
those who have cooked this meal.” 

4. Praying in the Flesh 
A fourth reason for ineffectiveness in our prayers 

is that many of us are praying in the flesh. I know 
many people who are striving to become interces sors 
and looking for any opportunity to engage in spiri-
tual warfare. These are the Christians who go looking 
for devils. I am a bishop who is saved and filled with 
the Holy Spirit, but believe me, I do not want to go 
looking for demons. 

I will never forget one incident having to do with 
demons. A young lady called my house in the early 
hours of the morning, screaming on the phone, “Oh, 
Pastor, help me. Come over to my house. I got demons 
in here!” My wife contemplated the idea of going to 
help her. But I said, “No, we are not going any where 
at this time of the morning. First of all, those are her 
demons. She has to learn to fight her own demons.”

Secondly, I did not hear the Lord say, ‘Henry, go to 
that house and fight demons.’ He did not tell me to 
go, so I am going to stay right here, and she is going 
to have to believe God for herself. She has to learn to 
get them out. I am sorry. I am not a demon chaser. 

Unfortunately, there are some people who are 
involved with improper spiritual warfare. They at-
tempt to pull down strongholds and imaginations 
everywhere they go. They do it from house to house 
and from church to church. Little do they know, they 
are picking up demons as they go, not really calling 
them out because God has not directed them to do 
that. They have taken it upon themselves. We must 
refuse to fight a carnal battle because the weapons we 
will win with are not weapons of this world.

I do not willingly volunteer to go fight, and I do 
not go looking for trouble, but sometimes trouble 
comes looking for me. In cases such, God has given 
me the ability to demolish every stronghold. It is only 
by divine power and appointment that we have vic-
tory over our enemies. I like how the New Interna-
tional Version puts it: “The divine power to demolish 
strongholds” (2 Corinthians 10:4). If I know the Word 
of God and am lis tening to His voice, I am praying 
in faith, and then I am entering into a true spiritual 
warfare. 

We need to listen to His words if we want to walk 
successfully and happily through life. For example, if 
you knew the Lord had warned you against mar rying 
someone and yet you ignored His words and mar-
ried that person anyway, the resulting mess would be 
your own fault. Then if people tell you to leave your 
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praying the prayer of faith 

combined with the promises 

in the Word of God.
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spouse, you must draw near to God and hear His di-
rection. He may remind you, “Those whom God has 
put together, let no man put asunder.” He will not 
give you direction that is in opposition to His Word. 
In other words, you should not pray for wisdom on 
how to divorce a spouse be cause that answer will not 
come from God. Instead, you need to pray for guid-
ance on how to have vic tory in the marriage. You need 
to pray for Him to re deem it even if you didn’t listen 
when He was warning you against the marriage. If 
you do, you will be praying against a stronghold of 
the enemy. You will be victo rious when you engage in 
this type of true spiritual warfare. 

The same principle applies if you knew the Holy 
Spirit told you not to charge so much on credit but to 
wait for His blessings, and yet you charged it anyway. 
At that point, you cannot pray a prayer of faith over 
your finances because it will not work. You must pray 
that God will show you how to rule over your financ-
es, thereby demolishing a strong hold in your life.
  
5. Praying at the Wrong Time

We should also not wait until we are in the middle 
of a mess to begin praying. We should pray before we 
have become entrapped. For example, we must pray 
the moment the devil comes to us and entices us to 
spend money we don’t really have or marry someone 
because it could possibly be our last opportunity at 
marriage. The Word says the moment we hear an ar-
gument from the devil we must put it down and say, 
“You are a liar, Satan. I will have nothing to do with 
your plans.” We will save ourselves much heartache 
if we do.

We must pray the moment a temptation comes to 
us. The devil will show us a picture of how things 
could be and pretend that it is God’s will for us. How-
ever, if we do not know the Word, we will not be able 
to recognize the devil’s temptations. We will think that 
everything is exactly as it appears to be. 

There are many times when God will show us a 
place that looks like a desert, an area where the grass 
looks brown and we will say, “Oh God, that is not for 
us.” For example, in a particular season of your life, 
God may be telling you to buy a second hand car in-
stead of the new one you would really like to have. Or 
God may be telling you to consider a possible future 
spouse, even though you are not par ticularly attract-
ed to them at the present time. You might respond by 
saying, “No, he’s not for me. It is impossible. I prayed 

for a mate with a Mercedes or a BMW. I prayed for 
one who is a CEO of a big corporation. You mean to 
tell me You are going to give me this?”

With that kind of attitude, you could be missing 
God’s perfect plan for your life. If we pray before we 
discard a relationship, God will show us what is in 
the other person’s heart. He will also reveal the rela-
tionships that He de sires for us to have in the future. 
Perhaps there is someone who is standing at the bus 
stop because they have no car, and God wants us to 
get to know them. Through prayer, God will help us 
look be yond the externals. This person may have a 
close relationship with God and could be the very 
one He has chosen for us. On the other hand, if the 
person is not the one God has in mind for us, danger 
signals will become apparent as we pray. 

Many of us are not praying effectively because we 
have gotten used to the pretensions and strong holds 
the devil has put before us. When we are in the midst 
of a battle, we have no time to be gearing up. We can-
not wait until we are in the middle of a fight to go 
looking for our guns or checking for bul lets when we 
should be firing them. We cannot hunt for a bathroom 
to put on our army clothes. As Ephesians 6:10-11 says, 
we are to “put on the full armor of God” so we are 
prepared to do battle with the enemy.

We must arm ourselves through prayer before we 
enter the battle. In fact, we ought to watch and pray ev-
ery day of our lives. We must use the shield of faith and 
put on the whole armor of God so that when the enemy 
comes, we can stand tall before him. American Express 
says not to leave home without their card. As for me, I 
am not leaving home without my spiritual armor. 

You should do the same. Don’t wait until you are 
in the midst of a battle to put on your armor. Be pre-
pared. Carry your weapons with you at all times to 
continuously walk in victory. 

(This article was adapted from the 
book by Henry Fernandez titled 
Prayer—The Power Connection. 
For information on how to 
obtain the book, go to www.
henryfernandez.org.)



Busyness comes at a high price. Many people lose their health, marriages, 

and relationships as they strive to achieve more. But by abandoning rest we 

violate one of God's most basic principles: the Sabbath rest. 

The Sabbath rest was God's rule for the nation of Israel. He said to rest one 

day out of every week. No exceptions. In fact, there is more space in the Bible 

allotted to the Sabbath than any other of the Ten Commandments. (See Exodus 

20.) God knew what our bodies and minds are capable of and what they need to 

Learn to Rest  '  A few years ago, Mary and I gave a seminar for a major 

ministry. Before this minister heard our message on sleep and rest, he worked 

hard seven days a week without a break. But his health was plummeting. His staff 

was suffering physically because many worked six days a week and rarely took 

a break. But as he heard about the importance of sleep and rest, conviction 

went through him like a bullet. He knew he was guilty of never resting. He immedi-

ately mandated a day off for everyone he employed—and for himself. His health 

sprung back, and his ministry is much larger than before. 

The information contained in this article is not intended to replace your current relationship 
with your physician and should never be construed as medical advice.
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function properly. He was being merciful and wise 

in giving this rule. A Sabbath rest does what sleep 

does: it lets the body and mind relax, unwind, and 

recuperate. It helps to maintain our strength, energy, 

and youthfulness. It even humbles us by reminding 

us that, after all is said and done, God is the source 

of our strength. And it helps us rediscover the fun- 

loving side of ourselves. 

But many Americans believe a day of rest is as 

outdated as kosher food, which stems from the Pu-

ritan work ethic. We believe it's "honorable" to work 

ourselves hard and long, even if it's killing us. How-

ever, there is wisdom to taking a day or two in the 

week to rest: “Work shall be done for six days, but 

the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD 

(Exodus 31:15, NKJV). 

Without being legalistic about it, we must recog-

nize the health wisdom of this principle. If we don't 

learn to rest from working, we will suffer for it. Be-

gin taking off one day a week for rest. 

Power Naps 

When I was a young exchange student in Mex-

ico, everybody took a "siesta" (or nap) during the 

workday. Commerce stopped. People closed their 

shops and rested (or took naps). It was completely 

different from the go-go-go lifestyle of the United 

States. I found it fascinating and healthy. 

Once I was in California at the beach at noon, and 

I saw a group of Hispanic men who had worked all 

morning in lawn maintenance sleeping soundly, 

right on the sand. They were being wise. They were 

rejuvenating their bodies with a nap. 

Researchers at Loughborough University's Sleep 

Research Laboratory have found that people are de-

signed for two sleeps a day—the main one at night 

and a nap in the afternoon. Very successful men have 

been known to nap regularly: Winston Churchill, 

John F. Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, Napoleon, Albert 

Einstein, Thomas Edison, and George W. Bush. 

Naps restore alertness and enhance performance. 

A study at NASA on sleepy military pilots and as-

tronauts found that a forty-minute nap improved 

performance by 34 percent and alertness by 100 

percent. That's improvement! Naps can also extend 

alertness a few hours later in the day. 

Siestas are not part of the American culture, but 

they should be. It should be normal to close the door 

and take a ten to thirty-minute nap when the after-

noon low hits us. Napping is better than doing poor 

work because you are fending off sleep. 

With adequate sleep and rest you will rediscov-

er the pleasure of life. Your body and soul will feel 

revived. You will restore your health as you build 

upon this pillar of health. For more information on 

this topic, please refer to my book The Bible Cure for 

Sleep Disorders.

Dr. Don Colbert  is a graduate of Oral Roberts School of Medicine 
and shares his years of experience and research in nutritional medi-
cine in all of his work. He is a national speaker, bestselling author 
and host of a national talk show titled  Your Health Matters. For more 
information, visit www.drcolbert.com.

A Sabbath rest does 

what sleep does: it 

lets the body and mind 

relax, unwind, and 

recuperate. It helps to 

maintain our strength, 

energy, and youthfulness.



even is a very important number in the Bible. It means perfection, 

completion, and salvation. After the six days of creation, God rested 

on the seventh day, not because he was tired, of course. Here the 

word rest means “completion and satisfaction.” 

There are many more sevens. Dakes Annotated Reference Bible offers these lists: 435 groups of “seven,” six “seven-
folds,” two “sevens,” 119 collections of “seventh,” and 61 sets of “seventy.” By itself, that is enough study material 
for a lifetime, so I won’t belabor the point. Let me offer just a few examples of notable sevens: 

• To allow the ground to rest and replenish, the nation of Israel was commanded in Leviticus 25:1-7 to refrain 
from farming the land every seven years.

B y  S t e v e  M u n s e y
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•  In  addition  to  the  “year  of  release”  every 
seven years and after seven “Sabbaths of the 
land” (49 years), the next year (the fiftieth) was 
the Jubilee year in which all slaves were freed 
and all debts released (Leviticus 25:8-13). Dan-
iel 9:24 points to the 10 clusters of seven weeks 
which were “determined” on the Hebrews, 
during which God sought to bring redemp-
tion, perfection, and completion in His chosen 
people: “Seventy weeks are determined upon 
thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 
the transgression, and to make an end of sins, 
and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting right eousness, and to seal 
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy.”

•  God  has  allocated  man  a  symbolic  pro-
phetic week—”One day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years” (2 Peter 3:8)—during which 
mankind has six “days” to “work out his own 
salva tion.” According to Revelation 20, the 
6000 years will be followed by the Millenni-
um (The word Millennium is not in the Bible, 
but it comes from the two Latin words mille, 
meaning “a thousand,” and amus, meaning 
“years”). The purpose of the Millennium is to 
restore the Father’s original divine order and 
plan: “Blessed and holy is he that hath part 
in the first resurrection; on such the second 
death hath no power, but they shall be priests 
of god and of Christ, and shall reign with him 
a thousand years” (Revelation 20:6).

• The book of Revelation outlines the comple-
tion of this age and uses the number seven 
more than 50 times (including seven angels, 
seven vials, seven seals, seven trumpets, and 
seven bowls).

Seven is obviously very important to God. So it is 
with the seven feasts of the Lord. These seven “ap-
pointed times” were given for a spe cific purpose so 
He could meet with mankind for His holy purposes.

Seven Blessings 
Let’s look back at Exodus 23, a very revealing pas-

sage of Scripture and one that Christians have ignored 
for too long. It focuses on the feasts of the Passover 

season, and in this passage are seven spe cific bless-
ings of the Passover (all references NKJV):

1. God will assign an angel to you: “Behold, 
I send an Angel before you to keep you in 
the way and to bring you into the place 
which I have prepared” (verse 20); “For My 
Angel will go before you” (verse 23). 

2. God will be an enemy to your enemies: 
“But if you indeed obey His voice and do all 
that I speak, then I will be an enemy to your 
enemies and an adversary to your adver-
saries” (verse 22).

3. God will give you prosperity: “So you 
shall serve the Lord God, and He will bless 
your bread and your water” (verse 25). 

4. God will take sickness away from you: 
“And I will take sickness away from the 
midst of you” (verse 25). 

5. God will give you long life: “No one shall 
suffer miscarriage or be barren in your 
land; I will fulfill the number of your days” 
(verse 26).

6. God will bring increase and inheritance: 
“Little by little I will drive them out from 
before you, until you have increased, and 
you inherit the land” (verse 30). 

7. God will give a special year of blessing: 
“And 1 will set your bounds from the Red 
Sea to the sea, Philistia, and from the des-
ert to the River. For I will deliver the inhabit-
ants of the land into your hand, and you 
shall drive them out before you” (verse 31); 
and what the enemy stole will be returned 
to you and protected by God from being 
overtaken: “I will not drive them out from 
before you in one year, lest the land be-
come desolate and the beast of the field 
become too numerous for you” (verse 29). 

Your Blessings Unleashed 
When God offers a covenant with His people, as 

He does with the seven blessings of the Passover, it is 
a mutual obligation. Notice in the Exodus 23 passage, 



there is a prerequisite to all these blessings found in 
verse 15 as the children of Israel were given instruc-
tions for the Passover season: “None shall appear be-
fore me empty.” 

Granted, the children of Israel were required to 
bring more than 20 different offerings to the Lord, 
both great and small. During the Passover season, 
however, the offering was unique by resulting in sev-
en specific blessings. 

During the first season of the Jewish year—the 
Feasts of Passover, Unleavened Bread, and First-
fruits—God commanded the entire nation of Israel to 
honor Him by bringing the first crops of their har-
vest to the house of the Lord. The Hebrews were for-
bidden to use even the smallest part of the harvest 
until an offering was made of the harvest’s firstfruits. 
Giving these firstfruits Passover season offerings was 
considered a pure act of obedience to God, who is the 
Giver of all good things. 

We shouldn’t confuse this offering with the tithe 
of 10 per cent of our income. That, technically, is 
not an offering because it belongs exclusively to 
the Lord. When we bring our tithe to the Lord we 

really don’t give Him anything. Of course, we are 
blessed by the Lord for bringing our tithe, as Mala-
chi 3:7-12 affirms.

We can no longer afford to rob God of either the 
tithes or offerings. The tithe, after all, opens “the win-
dows of heaven.” The Passover offering moves far be-
yond the blessings of the tithes into the “not be room 
enough to receive it” realm of supernatural increase, 

The Word of God is filled with references to Pass-
over and firstfruit blessings, but one of the most obvi-
ous is found in Proverbs 3:9-10. (NKJV): “Honor the 
Lord with your possessions, and with the firstfruits 
of all your increase; So your barns will be filled with 
plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine.”

The Passover Offering 
The Passover and other holy days were so impor-

tant that God told us to observe them forever (Exo-
dus 12:14; Leviticus 23:14), He commanded us, as 
we observe these holy days, not to stand before Him 
empty-handed (Exodus 23:15). 

We know that God instituted Passover when Isra-
el left Egypt to go to the Promised Land. Every fam-
ily purchased a lamb, which was their offering. They 
killed the lamb and put the blood of that lamb on the 
door post as God had commanded. Money was given 
in exchange for the lamb and protection. Then God 
said to make it clear that believers should never for-
get this holy day called the Passover. 

Deuteronomy 16:16-17 echoes other verses through-
out the Scripture: “And they shall not appear before 
the Lord empty-handed. Every man shall give as he is 
able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God 
which He has given you” (NKJV). 

Amazing things happen when obedient people 
unleash God’s supernatural blessings through the 
Passover season offering! The Passover offering re-
minds us of what God has done for us. We must bring 
our firstfruits to God with great thanksgiving. 

What are your firstfruits? What Passover offering 
should you bring? First of all, we know that it is an 
offering during the Passover season, but it is not our 
tithe. In Bible times it was the first lamb from each 
mother sheep. Today, it can be the first pay check from 

20  Lifestyle of Faith  ♦   APRIL 2010

Amazing things happen 

when obedient people un-

leash God’s supernatural 

blessings through the Pass-

over season offering!



21 APRIL 2010  ♦   Lifestyle of Faith

a new job or a portion of each new paycheck that you 
receive. It can be a portion from the sale of real estate 
property. It can be whatever God supplies. It should 
be sacrificial. It reflects your trust and faith in a God 
of abundance. 

And the most exciting part is that each of the sev-
en blessings of Passover has a powerful influence on 
those around you. What do I mean? 

Seven Blessings for Your Entire Household 
Exodus 12:3-4 points to an amazing principle fore-

told during the Passover then fulfilled through Jesus 
Christ: 

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, 
saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall 
take to them every man a lamb, according to 
the house of their fathers, a lamb for a house: 
And if the household be too little for the lamb, 
let him and his neighbor next unto his house 
take it according to the number of the souls; 
every man according to his eating shall make 
your count for the lamb.

God’s intention, from the first Passover, was a 
lamb sacrificed for each house. It wasn’t a lamb for 
each person. The shed blood was to cover every per-
son in the household. It wasn’t just the father, but 
fathers. It wasn’t just the mother, but mothers. The 
protection included uncles, aunts, and cousins. And 
if you will look again at verse 4, the neighbors could 
even be protected by the shed blood of the lamb.

Certainly, every person in the household had the 
free choice of whether to stay in the house which was 
protected by the blood, just as each individual in a 
house is free to decide whether to accept Jesus Christ 
as Savior, and just as each person has the choice 
whether to receive the seven Passover offering bless-
ings. However, it is God’s desire to protect and bless 
the entire household. And this principle didn’t start 
with the Passover. Even back in Genesis 7:1, the Bible 
declares, “And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou 
and all thy house into the ark, for thee have I seen 
righteous before me in this generation.”

Because of the principle of the lamb for a house, 
you have a legal right to claim every member of your 
family for Christ. You have the same right to claim 
salvation for your neighbors. And you also have the 
honor of claiming the seven blessings of Passover.

The promise is yours. There is an umbrella of 
grace over you and your household. You can build a 
powerful “more than enough” heritage, starting with 
your loved ones.

The secret of all the Passover season blessing is 
very clear cut: “And they shall not appear before the 
Lord empty-handed” (Deuteronomy 16:16).

Come with your Passover offering. Prove God. 
Then watch Him pour out more blessings than you 
can hold (which you will have to share with others).

Amazing things are just ahead. Are you ready?

Steve Munsey pastors Family Christian Center, 
located on the borderline of Northwest Indiana 
and the Chicagoland area in Munster, IN. His 
energetic presentations are geared to commu-
nicate to the listeners their authority in Christ 
and their ability to do anything with God’s help. 

For more information, go to www.famlychristiancenter.org.

The promise is yours. There 

is an umbrella of grace over 

you and your household. 



Reading the Bible is one of 

the most essential parts of 

your day-to-day walk with 

God. Daily use of this con-

venient, weekday reading 

plan, designed for Monday 

through Friday, will help 

draw you closer to God, 

develop a closer relation-

ship with Him, and allow 

His Word to become alive 

in every area of your life.

If you hold to my teach-
ing, you are really my 
disciples. Then you will 
know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.

—John 8:31-32, NIV

Day   Date   Book/ChapteR

Thursday    April 1  Luke 21 
Friday  April 2  Luke 22 

Monday  April 5  Luke 23
Tuesday  April 6  Luke 24
Wednesday April 7  John 1
Thursday  April 8  John 2
Friday  April 9  John 3

Monday  April 12  John 4
Tuesday  April 13  John 5
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Friday  April 16  John 8
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You have admitted your mistake and asked forgiveness. But for some reason, you cannot 
seem to let it go. Day in and day out you find yourself mentally rehearsing it, and wondering, 
How could I have done such a foolish thing? What could I have been thinking?

The emotional beating is having a bad impact on your life—interrupting your sleep, hinder-
ing your job performance, separating you from family and friends. Worst of all, it is causing 
you to pull away from God. No matter how much you have prayed, you just cannot seem to 
get over it.

It’s time to let it go! Get over it and begin seeing yourself as God sees you—forgiven! 

The Bible says Your Heavenly Father forgave you when you confessed the mistake. He wiped 
your slate clean (1 John 1:9), and He promised not to think about it ever again. Ephesians 1:7 
says, He is so rich in kindness that He purchased our freedom through the Blood of His Son, 
and our sins are forgiven.

Despite how badly you feel, believe what God says about you and receive His gift of forgive-
ness. His is the last word about it, and He has chosen to forgive and forget. Remember that 
and stop holding on to the wrong you did. You are surrounded with His love and tender mer-
cies and He will continue to fill your life with His goodness. 

You are forgiven!

B y  E d n a  G .  J o r d a n



ttention!  Code Blue! Room 840!  Attention! Code Blue! 

Room 840!  Please refrain from use of the elevators 

until further notice.”  

The telephone operator’s voice quivered as 

she announced the emergency over the public 

address system. I dropped the chart in my hands, pitched the 

narcotics keys to the nurse setting up evening medication, and 

ran. Inside the staircase, I heard the steps of other team mem-

bers echoing as they ran up to the eighth floor.

B y  M e l a n i e  H e m r y
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I was breathing hard by the time I opened the 
door from the stairwell to the eighth floor.  Grateful 
for the respite from stairs, I ran the rest of the way to 
room 840 where a patient had suddenly died. As part 
of the Code Blue Team, I was required to respond to 
the resuscitation in progress. The instant I crossed the 
threshold into the room, I started counting the people 
who’d already arrived.  In an emergency situation, 
with nurses and doctors arriving from all over the 
hospital, it was impossible to function as a member 
of the team without first knowing your order.

By counting the number of people in the room, I 
knew my job was to start an IV and administer drugs. 
I grabbed a tourniquet and dropped beside the bed to 
find a vein in the lifeless arm. As soon as the needle 
was in place and the fluids dripping, I gave the first 
dose of sodium bicarbonate.  

An observer would have thought that the people 
who arrived in room 840 that day had worked togeth-
er for years because we functioned like different arms 
on the same body. That couldn’t have been farther 
from the truth. We had never had this exact mix of 
people in this exact order. In an emergency, you don’t 
have time to ask, “What do you need me to do?” Or, 
“Who is doing what?”

Knowing What and When
The reason we didn’t need to stop and ask ques-

tions was because we knew the drill. Countless times 
when I was training for the Code Blue Team I’d heard 
the announcement and run to the designated room. 
Instead of a dead patient, I’d been met by the team’s 
medical director with a stop watch in his hand and a 
dummy in the bed.

“You’re the second to arrive!” he barked like a 
drill sergeant.  “What do you do?  Show me!”

“You’re third to arrive!  What do you do?  
Show me?”

“You’re fourth to arrive!  What do you do?  
Show me!”

Knees shaking, I had scrambled to remember the re-
sponsibility assigned to my order.  We held the mock re-
suscitation as though it were real.  “The monitor shows 
ventricular fibrillation!  What do you do now?”

The person handling the defibrillator had better 
remember to shout, “All Clear?” before shocking the 
dummy. We were scored and rated on every move 
we made and every word we spoke—or didn’t speak. 
Afterwards, he reviewed everything we’d done right 
and everything we’d done wrong.

My heart rate didn’t usually settle down to normal 
until long after I’d returned to the relative safety of 
my own unit. As frightening as those drills were, they 
were also the reason we could run to a resuscitation 
anywhere in the hospital, and, without question, do 
what needed to be done. It became second nature to 
count.

1..2..3..I’m fourth!
1..2..I’m third!
1..I’m second!
In nursing, order established both responsibility 

and authority.  It was impossible to fulfill your re-
sponsibility without knowing your order.

Order wasn’t just an issue when facing a crisis.  Each 
shift, we found our order.  Some days, I was the Team 
Leader in charge, and the older, more experienced nurs-
es were in staff positions.  Other days, I was a staff nurse 
with a different order and authority.

My order in the Coronary Care Unit gave me a 
great deal of responsibility.  Yet, if I walked onto the 
seventh floor, I had no administrative authority.  That 
was someone else’s role.  Still, if I saw a problem, 
there were spheres of order and authority that I could 
operate within.

However, if I responded to a code blue on the 
seventh floor, I functioned in two realms of author-
ity.  First, I found and operated in my team order—
derived numerically by when I arrived on the scene.  
In terms of decision-making during the resuscitation, 
I walked in great authority.  If a cardiologist or inter-
nist were present, as a coronary care nurse I ranked 
second in command.  If any other doctor was present, 
I had the final say if a question arose about how to 
proceed.  Those decisions had been ordered by the 
hospital medical staff.  

Order wasn’t something set in stone and never 
changing. To walk in order you had to learn to flow. 



Much like a marching band on a field seems fluid as 
it takes different shapes.

Order Brings Blessing
Order in a hospital is so logical that I was surprised 

to discover that many Christians think of order in the 
Church as a four letter word.  Order is no more or 
less than what its name implies.  It brings order out 
of chaos.  

Besides, God offers great blessings to those who 
will find and stay in their proper order. A good ex-
ample of that is Elijah and Elisha. God called Elisha 
to be in order behind Elijah. Showing great wisdom, 
Elisha never stepped out of that place. God blessed 
him with a double portion of the anointing on Elijah.  

Joshua was an aide to Moses during all those years 
in the wilderness, and according to the Bible, there 
were times when Moses, having met with God, went 
back to his tent.  But Joshua stayed in the presence 
of God. When others murmured, complained and 
rebelled against Moses’ authority, Joshua was never 
counted among their number. After 40 years in the 
wilderness, Moses only got to see the Promised Land 
from a distance.  Joshua had the privilege of leading 
Israel into their inheritance.

David, the shepherd boy, was an armor bearer for 
Jonathan, King Saul’s son. Once again, David never 
stepped out of his order with Jonathan, and he never 
tried to step around Saul, even after the Lord had re-
moved His hand from the King. Yet, God anointed 
David to be king over Israel, and promised to estab-
lish his throne forever.

Christians who try to promote themselves and 

step out of their God-given order, have forgotten that 
the kingdom of God works opposite than the world’s 
system.  In the world, success comes from climbing 
over other people in the scramble to be at the top.  In 
God’s kingdom, the last will always be first.

If you look at the earth, or the universe, it’s easy to 
see that our God is the God of order.  The Bible is full 
of its symbolism. Mark 4:28 says, “All by itself the soil 
produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full kernel in the head.”

He brought order to the sun and the stars as re-
corded in Genesis 1:5, “God called the light ‘day’ and 
the darkness he called ‘night.’  And there was eve-
ning, and there was morning—the first day.”

He ordered the building of the ark.  He ordered the 
Red Sea to part.  He ordered the building of the temple.  
He ordered the morning and evening sacrifices.

He’s about to bring new order to the Church in 
these last days.

If ever the Body of Christ needed order from cha-
os, it is now.

He is restoring to the Church the fear of the Lord.
He is restoring an awe of His Word.
He is restoring the Prophet to warn the Church of 

coming events.
He is restoring the Apostle to rally the armies of 

God for the greatest harvest of souls ever known.
He is restoring the intercessory/watchmen to 

watch and pray over the world.
There is a new order coming to the Church.  Not 

organization—Order.  The Anointing of God has 
nearly been organized out of the Church, but God is 
making a clean sweep.  Those of us who dare to rise 
to the call of God must learn to flow in His Order.

He is mobilizing the Church for a great awakening.

Melanie Hemry is a freelance writer. 

To contact Melanie, visit her Web site 

at www.melaniehemry.com
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God offers great blessings 

to those who will find and 

stay in their proper order.



“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3). Salvation is a gift from God that is available to whoever will repent of his sins, believe 
and confess that Jesus is Lord and that He died and rose from the dead to save mankind (Acts 
16:31; Romans 10:9-10). The fact that it is a gift indicates that one cannot work for it or be good 
enough to be saved (Ephesians 2:8; 2 Timothy 1:9). It is a matter of faith (acting on what you believe 
according to God’s Word concerning salvation). 

When the Holy Spirit convicts, He shines the light on all that is filthy and sinful. You become ex-
ceedingly aware of what is wrong in your life. If you are looking for a change in your life, if you desire 
peace that passes all understanding, then God is your answer. He is ready and willing to help you 
right now—right where you are. You can receive that new life now by taking the following steps:

1. Acknowledge Jesus.  The first step is to acknowledge that you need a change in your life. You need a Savior. It is 
important that you understand there is no other name given whereby men might be saved. “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21). “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
2. Repent.  Repent means to turn away from all that is wrong and turn to Jesus. You have run away long enough. It is now time 
to run to Jesus. Don’t look back. Repent from your heart, and not with your head or your lips. You must be genuinely sorry for your style of 
living. “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death” (2 Corinthians 
7:10). Talk to Jesus about what’s going on in your life. Confess your sin. 1 John 1:9 states, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
3. Ask.  Now ask Jesus to forgive your sins. Ask Him into your heart, to be your Lord and Savior, and your best friend. Jesus will not 
refuse. He promised in John 6:37: “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me, and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”
4. Believe. You must believe you are forgiven, that you are saved. “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10:10). Don’t be moved by what you feel—simply believe.
5. Live Free.  Now live, for you are set free from the bondage of sin and death.  You are saved; you  are changed. You are a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. John 8:36 says, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” Jesus not only made you free, 
He has reconciled you back to God.

If you do not know Jesus as your Savior and Lord, simply pray the 
following prayer in faith and Jesus will be your Lord!

“Heavenly Father, I come to You in the Name of Jesus. Your Word says, ‘Whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved’ 
and ‘If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved’ (Acts 2:21; Romans 10:9). You said my salvation would be the result of Your Holy Spirit giving me new birth by coming to live in 
me (John 3:5-6, 15-16; Romans 8:9-11) and that if I would ask, You would fill me with Your Spirit and give me the ability to speak with other 
tongues (Luke 11:13; Acts 2:4).

"I  take You at Your Word. I confess that Jesus is Lord. And I believe in my heart that You raised Him from the dead. Thank You for coming 
into my heart, for giving me Your Holy Spirit as You have promised, and for being Lord over my life. Amen.”

If you have just prayed this prayer, please write to us at The Faith Center Ministries, 5555 N.W. 95th Avenue, Sunrise, FL 33351 and let 
us know of your decision. Welcome to the family!



Did you know the devil has no right to touch you?

OK, I’m sure that got someone’s attention and they’re likely thinking something like, Well, if 

that’s true then why is there so much sickness, disease and poverty in the world today? Why are 

so many people suffering and dying? It sure looks to me like the devil is having a field day!

There was a time when I thought the same thing. But according to the Bible, that’s not the case at all. 
Take a look at Job 1:6-12, New Living Translation, and hopefully you’ll understand what I mean:

One day the members of the heavenly court came to present themselves before the Lord, and the Ac-
cuser, Satan, came with them. “Where have you come from?” the Lord asked Satan. Satan answered 
the Lord, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching everything that’s going on.” Then the Lord asked 
Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth. He is blameless—a 
man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays away from evil.” Satan replied to the Lord, “Yes, 
but Job has good reason to fear God. You have always put a wall of protection around him and his 
home and his property. You have made him prosper in everything he does. Look how rich he is! But 
reach out and take away everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face!” “All right, you 
may test him,” the Lord said to Satan. “Do whatever you want with everything he possesses, but don’t 
harm him physically.” So Satan left the Lord’s presence.

 First, notice what the Lord said about Job. He referred to him as “the finest man in all the earth.” He 
called him “blameless—a man of integrity” who “fears God and stays away from evil.” Wouldn’t you just 
love to know the Lord felt that way about you? What a testimony!

B y  C a r o l  F e r n a n d e z
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Secondly, look again at how Satan responded to the Lord: 
“Yes, but Job has good reason to fear God. You have always 
put a wall of protection around him and his home and his 
property. You have made him prosper in everything he 
does. Look how rich he is!” The Amplified Bible translated 
that portion of scripture this way: “So do you think Job does 
all that out of the sheer goodness of his heart? Why, no one 
ever had it so good! You pamper him like a pet, make sure 
nothing bad ever happens to him or his family or his posses-
sions, bless everything he does—he can’t lose!”

Satan Seeks to Destroy
It’s obvious from these verses of scripture that not only 

had Satan been watching Job, but that he wanted very much 
to destroy him. But there was one problem. No matter how 
badly he wanted to harm Job, Satan couldn’t touch him. 
Why? Because God had Job, his family, his home—every-
thing that belonged to him—hedged in and protected. And 
Satan knew that. In fact, he knew it well in advance of God 
talking to him. He knew all about what God had done for 
Job, and he knew how well-protected Job was. 

He told God, “You have always put a wall of protection 
around him and his home and his property.” Or, in other 
words, “I’ve considered Job on a number of occasions, and I 
still want to cause him so much hurt and harm that he will 
curse You. But I can’t, because You won’t let me!”

Did you catch that? Satan said he could not touch Job un-
less he had God’s permission. He admitted his weakness—
that his actions were limited to what God would allow.

Secret Place of Protection
One of the most comforting passages in the Bible is 

Psalm 91, which starts out like this: “Those who live in the 
shelter of the Most High will find rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty. This I declare about the Lord: He alone is my ref-
uge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust him. For 
he will rescue you from every trap and protect you from 
deadly disease. He will cover you with his feathers. He will 
shelter you with his wings. His faithful promises are your 
armor and protection.”

Job lived under the protective shelter of the Most High 
God. And because he did, because he obeyed God and did 
what was right before Him, Job was always under God’s 
promise of safety and protection. 

Consequently, when the devil came after him to destroy 
him, Job was protected.

That’s how it is for you as a born-again child of God. 
When you are under God’s divine protection, the devil 

cannot harm you. 

B y  C a r o l  F e r n a n d e z
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“But I thought the devil did touch Job,” some-
one may say. “In fact, doesn’t the Bible say Job lost 
everything he had?”

Yes, you’re right. The devil did eventually get 
the opportunity to attack Job. 

But go back and read those verses in Job 1 
again and you’ll see how and why he was able to 
touch Job.

God said to Satan, “Have you noticed my friend 
Job? There’s no one quite like him—honest and 
true to his word, totally devoted to God and 
hating evil.” Satan retorted, “So do you think 
Job does all that out of the sheer goodness of 
his heart? Why, no one ever had it so good! You 
pamper him like a pet, make sure nothing bad 
ever happens to him or his family or his posses-
sions, bless everything he does—he can’t lose! 
“But what do you think would happen if you 
reached down and took away everything that 
is his? He’d curse you right to your face, that’s 
what.” God replied, “We’ll see. Go ahead—do 
what you want with all that is his. Just don’t 
hurt him.” Then Satan left the presence of God 
(verses 8-12).

I’m sure you probably know the story and 
how things turned out for Job. He did, in fact, lose 
everything he had. But despite losing his family 
and all his possessions, and even being afflicted 
in his body, Job never blamed God. In fact, when 
his friends suggested God was responsible for his 
afflictions, Job was quick to pledge his allegiance 
to and trust in God. He said to them: “Hold your 
peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come 
on me what will. Wherefore do I take my flesh in 
my teeth, and put my life in mine hand? Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will main-
tain mine own ways before him” (Job 13:13-15).

 Job was put to the test, and he passed it with 
flying colors. God made sure every thing Job lost 
was restored, exceeding beyond what Job could 
have ever imagined. 

The Bible says in Malachi 3:11-12, “And I will 
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall 
not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, 
saith the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call 
you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, 
saith the Lord of hosts.”

One definition of that word rebuke is “to beat 
back.” That’s what God did for Job. He may have 
allowed Satan to touch what Job had, but God lit-
erally beat the devil back and kept him from de-
stroying Job’s life.

He did it for Job, and when you obey His 
Word, when you are faithful to live according to 
His commands, God will do the same for you. Sa-
tan may try to stop you or come after you with 
every intention of doing you harm. But the Bible 
says his weapons are powerless against you and 
cannot prosper (Isaiah 54:17).

God knows the devil is watching you just as 
He knew Job was under surveillance. Satan is 
watching to see how God is blessing you, and he 
is going to move quickly to either block or mess 
with those blessings. 

But God is not about to let that happen. Just as 
surely as He sends the blessings to you He will see 
to it that, as you continue to obey Him, you will 
not only receive His blessings but enjoy them. 

You are surrounded by an invisible hedge of 
protection that Satan cannot penetrate. You are 
covered by the blood of Jesus.
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In a letter to the Church at Corinth, Apostle Paul wrote: “There are a lot of 

people around who can’t wait to tell you what you’ve done wrong, but there 

aren’t many fathers willing to take the time and effort to help you grow up…

I’m not, you know, asking you to do anything I’m not already doing myself” (1 

Corinthians 4:14, 16, The Message).

That’s so much like the world we live in today, where people seem to enjoy 

bringing one another down, or, as Paul describes it, they “can’t wait to tell you 

what you’ve done wrong,” instead of helping them to succeed. 

But Paul makes a simple statement here that should encourage every per-

son who truly desires to be all that God has ordained them to be. He says, “I’m 

not, you know, asking you to do anything I’m not already doing myself.” In other 

words, Paul, who was hand-picked by God to carry the gospel message to the 

world, was asking his followers to use his life as an example of how they were 

to live. In essence, he said, “I am your spiritual father, so imitate me.”

The word imitate is very similar to the word follow, which literally means 

“to accept as a guide or leader.” It’s what Jesus was implying when He said to 

His disciples, “Follow me.”

Following after Jesus. That’s what life means for the believer. It means find-

ing out how He wants you to live, what He wants you to do, and then doing 

it—no questions asked.

In Matthew 11:29-30, Jesus says, “Take my yoke upon you, and

learn of me…and ye shall find rest unto your souls…..”

Life is not easy. It’s not meant to be. But Jesus can make your life a lot 

easier if you will simply follow His example. If you will allow Him, Jesus is more 

than able to direct your life so you never make a wrong decision.

God has called you to a life of blessing and abundance. He desires for you 

to prosper and live victoriously in every area. But to experience His way of liv-

ing requires that you keep your eyes on Him and His Word —that you learn of 

Him and line up with Him by obeying His example.

Jesus is your example. Follow Him!

Follow His Example!

Life is not 

easy. It’s not 

meant to be. 

But Jesus 

can make 

your life a lot 

easier if you 

will simply

follow His 

example.

Scripture References: 1 Corinthians 4:14, 16, The Message; Matthew 11:29-30
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